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of the ground state would increase with pressure 
more rapidly than the excited state encrgy, causing 
a lowering of the transition energy. 

The l'.Uecl of pressure 011 tlte copper 1011 il/. allwli 
halide lallices 

Expcriment~ with both cuprous and cupric ion 
impurity in alkali halides confirm the findings of 
BOIlSMAN and DEKEYSER(lO) to the cR'cct that the 
absorption band at approximately 2500 A is caused 
by copper in thc cupric statc. This band has bccn 
studicd as a function of prcssurc to 117,000 ;llln 

in potassium bromidc and to 50,000 atm in potas
sitlln chloride (sec Fig. 9). Very similar shirts occur 
in the two cases; strongly to highcr encrgy except 
at phasc transitions. This leads to thc conclusion 
that thc band rcsults from an almost completely 
intcrn,,1 transition, probably bctwcen d electron 
levels split by the crystal ficld. 
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